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Digging Deep with Cynthia Brian

Achieve divine design by avoiding these five common

decorating don’ts
R

that can feel off, especially if you’re above av-
erage or below average height. I prefer to
hang art in proportion to the furniture piece it
is above (i.e. dresser, sofa, bed, et cetera). The
| size of the art will also make a difference. A

) ’ larger piece will obviously be able to hang

_ 1 ). | ‘ higher than a smaller one. For instance, if it’s
- ; - a sofa or a headboard, start with 5 inches to 8
the bottom of the art. Also take into consider-
ation the height of your ceilings. Lower 8-foot

_ furniture piece versus higher ceilings. I still
l’! prefer to err on the side of hanging the piece

i . inches between the top of the furniture and
| e
p 4 | = ceilings you may want less space between the
lower and closer to the furniture.

g - ] 2) Decorating around something you don’t

' love. I hear it all the time: “I don’t love the
‘i' oriental rug (or whatever) but it was my
- mother’s (or it cost a lot of money) so I kept it.”
_ | The problem with decorating around some-

g thing you don’t love results in a room you
don’t love. And if you read my article last
month you know where I stand on this. It’s
okay to let those pieces go if you do not love
them. Or at least move them to a space that
you use the least. Life is too short to live with
- | items that don’t bring you joy.

3) Choosing color first. Without doubt, color
is the biggest thing I find people get wrong.
Color is not easy and most homeowners can
Photo provided find it challenging to select. A common mis-
take is choosing the wall color first before

Q- e
Make sure the area rug you purchase is the rlght size for the space, hke in tlus home

By Amanda Eck

After being in the design industry for over a
decade and visiting a myriad of client’s homes
there are a few design mistakes I find quite of-
ten. Today I thought Id share five common
decorating mistakes. No judgment here, just

some tips that might be useful to you.

1) Art hung too high. I see this mistake often.

It seems trivial, but even a piece of art hung a
few inches too high can make a whole room
feel “off.” Many like to use the rule of thumb
of hanging art at eye level, but I think even

anything else is in the room. I always tell
clients it is much easier to match a paint color
to a fabric, a rug or art, than it is to match the
fabric, rug or art to your wall color.
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